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The Puzzle: 
Determining the Structure of DNA



World Happenings of 1953
Politics

Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
Elected 

Joseph Stalin 
Dies

Queen 
Elizabeth II 
Coronation

Social Aspects

First Corvette 
manufactured 
by Chevorlet

Hugh Hefner 
releases first 
Playboy

First Color TV 
for sale

War

Korean War 
armistice signed 

Soviet Union 
announces H-

bomb

Mickey Mantle hit longest 
homerun in history 



Science Happenings of 1953
Polio Vaccine 
developed by 
Jonas Salk 

Nobel prize in Physiology or 
Medicine awarded to 
Fritz Albert Lipmann for the 
discovery of coenzyme A

Francis Crick and James Watson 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ άaƻƭŜŎǳƭŀǊ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
Nucleic Acids: A Structure for 

5b!έ ƛƴ Nature

Maurice Wilkins 
publishes X-ray 

crystallography results 
for DNA in Nature 



Science Happenings of 1953

Nobel prize in Physiology or 
Medicine awarded to Sir Hans 

Adolf Krebfor the work on 
cellular respiration (KrebCycle)

Rosalind Franklin and Raymond 
DƻǎƭƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƻƴ άaƻƭŜŎǳƭŀǊ 
Configuration in Sodium 
Thymonucleateέ ƛƴ Nature Christine Jorgenson, the first 

widely known American 
transsexual, returns to New York 

after successful sexual 
reassignment surgery in Denmark.

The first successful 
open heart surgery on 
a human utilizing a 
cardiopulmonary 
bypass pump is 
performed by John 
Gibbon

Day1


